This article was presented at the January 2013 meeting of the Runcorn and District
Historical Society by Mr. David Serry, a former Chairman of the Society. Some
time ago David gave a talk about William Shaw of the Merseyside Mission to Seamen
and the church which he founded in Runcorn

In his research the name of “ William Walker” appeared on many pamphlets. He
was a printer in Runcorn and David was intrigued as to what had happened to this
man, who must have been well known in the town at one time. David set out to
discover as much about him, where he came from and his fortunesin life, as he could.
Thisarticleisthe result of this research.

What ever happened to William Walker

The subject of thisshort presentation isa man whose name will not
necessarily be known to you and he has no known descendantsto
whom refer ence can be made. Consequently thereis no family scrap
books or photographsthat can be plundered for storiesor pictures.
Furthermore, unlike more prominent citizens of the town, his name
cannot be found in any bookswritten about the history of Runcorn
save one:

Fowlers*Visitors Guide To Runcorn” and that, was largely because
it was he who published it in 1834!
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camal, and the Mersey and Irwell navigstion ; and perfirm the
passape in sbowl six hours. The same Packets sail regularly,
during that time, from Munchester, shout six bours before high
waler,

By the RUNCORN GAP RAILWAY passengers may be
conveyed daily to St Helens, Manchester or Liverpool. The
train starts from the office. st Widnes Docks. every moming al

seven o'clock, and every aflesnoon at a quarter by

o'clock wens from s und Suil 3
by Liverposl, Manchester, &e. at half-
It ing, and a1 & quaster past three in
thy

uny hour af the
. near the Baths,

THE NEWS ROOM,

Which is in the Town Hall, is open every day to Sub-
scribers, The regulations with respect 10 Strangers, &e. are 1o be
seen i the room.

A CIRCULATING LIBRARY

Is kept by Mr. W. Watker Bookselker opposite the Town Hall
Catalogues muy be obsained and the terms known. by upplying a1
the Litrasy,

THE PRINCIFAL INNS AND TAVERNS.

The Royal Hotel, corner of High Street; Wilson's
Hotel, Bridge Street; The Boat House Inn, Mersey
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A CIRCULATING LIBRARY

Is kept by Mr. W. Walker Bookseller opposite the Town Hall.
Catalogues may be obtained and the terms known by applying at
the Library.

Hedid, however, get a further referencein the guide because he was
the keegper of Runcorn's*“circulating Library ”in premises opposite
the Town Hall in Bridge Street.

Those of you who heard my talk on “ The Temperance Movement in
Victorian Runcorn” may remember some pamphlets| referred to
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These pamphlets, where both printed and published by William
Walker, who could be found oppositethe Town Hall in 1832 and
1856, respectively.
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Unlike the subject of my last presentation, Runcorn'srenowned
Missioner, William Shaw, | had no living descendants or family
recordsto refer to. Nonetheless| determined to seewhat | could
lear n about William Walkers' life and times using resour ces such as
Ancestry. co. uk, the International Genealogical Index which isthe
website of The Church of the L atter-day Saintsand Cheshire
Directories which are now accessible on line.

Censusrecords, of which | will say morelater, enabled meto
discover when and where hewas born and using thelGl, | found this
transcription of a parish record for the parish of St. Jamesat Audley
in Staffordshire.

sl FamilySearch™ international Genealogical Index v5.0
IGI Individual Record
British Isles
WILLIAM WALKER Pedigree
Male
Event(s):
Birth: 07 MAY 1809
Christening: 09 AUG 1808 Saint James, Audley, Stafford, Engiand
Death:
Burial:
Parents:
Father: WILLIAM WALKER Family
Mother: ALICE

Censusrecordsfor Runcornin 1841, which | will show later,
prompted meto search for a brother and | subsequently found this
transcript for hisbrother Samuel.

'Gl lndividual Record FamilySearch™ International Genealogical Index v5.0
British Isles
SAMUEL WALKER Pedigree
Maie
Event(s):
Birth: 23 MAY 1801
Christening: 14 JUN 1801 Saint James, Audley, Stafford, England
Death:
Burial:
Parents:
Father: WILLIAM WALKER Family
Mother: ALICE




That ¢

ensus sighting also prompted meto search for hismarriage.

My luck held as| came acrossthistranscript, which | assume was
extracted from therecords of All Saints Church herein Runcorn

HYH FamilySearch™ International Genealogical index v5.0
IGI Individual Record 9
British Isles
WILLIAM WALKER Pedigree
Male Family
Event(s):
Birth:
Christening:
Death:
Burial:
Marriages:
Spouse: ALICE BESWICK Family
Marriage: 15 MAR 1832 Runcorn, Cheshire, England

Although it isnot known exactly when William arrived in Runcorn
nor can it be stated with any authority why hedid, the 1841 census
for Bridge Street, Runcorn also listed a 55 years old Printer called

Charles Walker who, like William was not born in Cheshire?
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So, onewondersif they wererelated and whether William cameto
Runcorn initially to assist Charles before taking over the business?
Unfortunately, Charles Walker could not be located in 1851 so the
possibility of a family connection could not be developed and, therefore,
must remain a matter for speculation. Nevertheless, a Chas Walker
L etter-Press Printer islisted in Pigots Directory for 1822/3 someten
year s before we become awar e of William'sarrival in Runcorn.
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Handley Juo. watch & clock maker
Haspell Esther, grocer and draper
Hayes, Ollier & Co. soap, Tosin and
turpeatine worles
Hazlehurst, Greenwood & Co. soap,
rosin and turpentine works
Hazlehurst Thomas, flint and slate
merchant
Hignett Thos. grocer & flour dealer
Hilditch Richard, draper
Hughes Owen, officer of customs
Hughes William, coal agent
Janion Robert, stone merchant
Jardine Wm. agent to the trustees|
of the Duke of Bridgewater
Johinson Frarces, confectioner
Joned Evan Owen, slate and fiint
merchant
Kennersley T. and Sons, coal dealers
Kirkham and Ankers, ship builder:
and sail makers
Kirkham William, slate morchant
Leach John, shoe-maker

Rigby Josiah, mercer, draper and

Rigby Lydia, confectioner
Rigby Wm. cabinet-maker & builder|

dealer in hats

Rigby Wm. jun. grocer
Roberts Thomas, coal dealer
Rooson Sarah, confectioner
Rothwell Peter, stone merchant
Roylance Wm. tailor & habit-maker
Runcorn John, joiner
Salkeld Francis, grocer and draper
Shalcross Saml. boot & shoe maker
Simpson, Potter and Co. slate and
flint merchants
Sweetman Wm. tailor & babit-mak.
Sweetman William, grocer
Trevitt Thos. smith and farrier
Turner and Janion, stone merchants|
Turner James, stone merchant
Taroer Jas. grocer and flour dealer
Walker Chas. letter-press printer
Warburton David, auctioneer

Wylde Samuel,
and flour dea

Inng and Teverns.
Boat House, Peter Brown
Bridgewater Arms, Wm. Johnson
Castle, Mrs. Askey, Halton
Elephant and Castle, James Finch,
Halton
Hotel and Bowling-green Inn, Peter
Johnson
Lord Netson, William Martin
New Inno, Richard Edwards
Norton Arms, Thos. Acton, Halton
Royal Hotel, John Davies
Weever Navigatien Hotel, Cerne-
lius Baines, Weston

CARRIER.

MIDDLEWICH, Northwich, Wheelock,
the Potteries, &c. by Water.—Henshall.

groul, gonfectiones
r

PACKETS.

Williams James, saddler

LIVERPOOL, two Steam Packets, the

Unfortunately Pigots does not give an address so again the possible
link is quite speculative although having said that, the 1841 census
for Bridge Street also found our William and his brother Samuel

close by.
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William islisted as a bookseller NOT born in Cheshireliving with
Alice, hiswife and three children Ann, Hannah & William. Y ou will
also see that next door was a Samuel Walker 40, farmer not born in
Cheshire.

Aswe know from one of the pamphlets already viewed that William
Walker wasin bridge Street in 1856 | searched the 1851 Census and
duly found these records
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which confirmed his presencein Bridge Street Runcorn, together with his
wife Alice and Children Ann Elizabeth 18, Hannah Beswick 11, William
10, Samuel Sherlock 8, John Henry 7 and Mary Catherine 2.

William was described asa 41 year old Printer and Stationer born in
Audley Staffordshire, which was how | cameto find hisbirth record,
whilst Alicewas said to be a 40 year old from Partington Cheshire.

We can seethat by now hisfamily had increased with the arrival of

three more children.

By 1857, William seems to have widen hisbusiness interests asyou
will see from this extract from the 1857 post office directory which
revealed that he was now, not only a printer and stationer, but a
bookseller, newsagent and an assurance agent for, Yorkshire, Fire
and Lifeaswaell. It islikely that he was also an agent for the Chester
Chronicle, which this 1857 Post Office directory advert indicates was

circulating in the town at that time.

1857 POST OFFICE

DIRECTORY. 201 ruNcorN. [CHESHIRE.]
Ioberts John, ship store dealer, Waterloo road Ti.mdgelfley John, baker & grocer, Church street ’
Robinson Samuel, clothier, Devonshire place Tin & Varey, solicitors, & agents to the Solicitors &

Rothwell Abraham, bosier, & agent to the Albion life nssu-
rance company, éhuﬂ.‘h street

Rowles Charges sSamuel, Egerton Armns, Bridge street

Rowley Michael, beer retailer, Mersey street

Rowley Michael, marine store dealer, Water street

Roylands Martha (Miss), dressmaker, Church street

Rutter Robert, beer retailer, Aleock street

Scanlan Bernard, pawnbroker, High street

Shaw John, tailor & draper, Bridge street

Shaw William, stonemason, Bridgewater street

Shepherd Solomon, boot & shoe maker, Granville street

Simpson & Potter, slate, flint, coal & salt merchants, ship
brokers & general commission agents, High street

Smith James, beer retailer, Church street

Smith John, ship broker & general agent, Waterloo road

Smith William, beer retailer, High street

Speakman John, sailmaker, Halton road

Spencer William, beer retailer, Heath road

Stelfox Thomas Chantler, grocer & provision dealer & post-
master, High street

General life assurance compnny, Waterloo road
Tinkler Sarah (Miss), draper, Church street
Tonks Henry, house, sigr. & ship painter, Fry street
Tonks John, house & sh'ip IIl;u'unf.er &
QGeorge, beer retailer, Granville stree
Wade John, accountant & house agent, High street
Waiﬁhr. George, tailor & draper i;ﬂn street
Walker George, beer retailer, Church strect
Walker Matthew, master of National school, Church strect
Walker William, bookseller, atationer, g{ﬁnter,‘ news agent &
circulating L orkshire fire & life

library, & agent to the

assurance compauy, Bridge street
Ward John, beer retailer, Cooper street
Whittaker William, chemist & druggist, High street
Whittle John, butcher, Church street
Wilcock Thomas, beer retailer, Church street
Wilcocks Mary (Mrs.), milliner, Church street
Wild Gemﬁe, manager of Runcorn ferry
Williams David, grocer, Heath road
Williams John, grocer, Church street

paperhngy. Devonshire pl
t




1857 POST OFFICE TO ADVERTISERS.

THE CHESHIRE OBSERVER,
And General Bdveytiser for Gheshirg and Forth TWlales,

IS NOW THE MOST WIDELY CIRCULATED PAPER IN THE COUNTY,

AXD I8 ESPECIALLY DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF

Chester, Birkenhead, Nantwich, Northwich, Crewe, Sandbach, Winsford, Congleton,
Runcorn, Knutsford, Middlewich, Wrigham, Holywell, Mold,
‘Whitchurch, Ruthin, Denbigh, &e.,

AND THE SURRUUNDING NEIGHBOURHOODS, WHERE IT HAS AN EXTENSIVE CIRCULATION.

THIS PAPER IS PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY EVENING,

And contains all the

Local, Probincial, Parliamentarp, & Foreign Petvs,
Together with
THE LATEST STATE OF THE MARKETS UP TO THE HOUR OF PUBLICATION;
Advocates Free Trade & the Interests of Agriculture & Commerce conjointly,
AND IS DOTH A POLITICAL AND LITERARY JOUNNAL, ON RELIGIOUS TOPICS IT I8 NOT SECTARIAN,

It may be had at all Booksellers and Newsvenders, or of the Publishers,

H. SMITH & CO., BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS,
27, BRIDGE STREET ROW, CHESTER.

Price, Stamped, 3s. 34, per Quarter; Unstamped Coples, 2d. each.

Hisdeveloping interests are further illustrated in this 1861 census extract,

W']d'

A‘a add b

Rl e
(=

Lhegu o i/

AR AR

A
]

!

SR b AR R

YRR

|

D

3

I

(RS

E}

R
i

1

| f71Fie o Bg
ﬁ&rﬂn( A
Vid {1




that describes William asa printer, bookseller and stationer and a
newsagent now employing 4 men and 4 boys. Hisson William 20isa
Mer chants clerk whilst his son Samuel 18 islisted as a bookseller and
printer, presumably assisting hisfather. John H isemployed in the
local chemical works.

The 1864 Morris & Co street directory contains an advert, which
revealsthat William had in fact established his own newspaper in
1860.

RUNCORN ADVERTISEMENTS. 83

——

Hewspaper Press of Forth Cheshive.

T0E RUNCORN OBSERVER,

Published Every Saturday Morning,
PRICE OIN &' PEININ Y.

This was the first Paper Established in Runcorn (July 1860), and
the most extensive and influential cireulation of the Journals of the District.
Neutral in politics, it furnishes a fair and impartial account of the leading events
of the week—general, political, agncult.um], gocial, and loeal, circulating amongst
the most influential grades of society; and amongst all classes of politics it offers
s most desirable medium for advertisements, for which the charges are very
moderate ; and for annual, half-yearly, or quarterly insertions a proportionate
reduction from the fixed rate of prices will be made by agreement.

William Walker, Publisher and Proprietor,
Bridge 8f., near the Town Hall, Runcorn.

Associated with thisadvert werethe following listings

Smith Brothers, hat manutacturers, 65,

Bridge street

Smith George, railway contractor, Irwell In.

Smith James, beer retailer, Heath road

Smith John, master mariner, Thomas street
Speakman Mrs. Ann, sailmaker, Ferry slip;

h. Waterleo road
Speakman David, agent, Linster street

Speakman Philip, shipwright and boat

builder, Albion dack

man ‘Thomas, tea dealer, 7, Peel street

Stanway William, grocer, Shaw street

Statham William, bricklavyer, Ashridge st.
aterloo ™ hotel,

Stelfox Thomas C.. orocer. tea dealer. and

Stelfox Mrs. Elizabeth, <
High street

S ——

PUBLIC ESTABLISHMENTS.
6’m$ Court Office, 21, Vicars street— John
illiam Hardern, Esq, judge; Wm.
Nicholson, registrar ; ‘Thomas Hough,
deputy registrar. The district com-
prises the following places :—Alvanley,
Astmore, Aston, Aston Grange, Atch-
mere, Clifton, Flaxmere, Frodsham (in-
cloding Over-on), Frodsbam Bridge,
Gods Croit. Haltor, Hallwood, Helsby,
Keckwick, Kingsley, Kingswood, Man-
ley, Newton (including Bradley), Ne-
therton, Norley, Norton, Rock Savage,
Runcorn, Stockham, Sutton, Weston,
Weston Point, Woodhouses,
County Police Station, Tcwz‘n Hall—-William

MY s non Woooo o ogue

sterer, iIrweil iaue

Vernon David, beer retailer, 10, Peel street

Waight George, tailor and woollen draper,
Bigh street

‘Warburton John, shopkeeper, Camden town

Warburton William, herbalist, 82, Bridge-
water street

‘Walker George, beer retailer, 31, Granville

street

Walker William, inter, bookseller, sta-
tioner, and publisher of the * Runeorn
Observer,” 28, Bridge street. (Ses ad-

vertisement)
Walker William, baker, .Ashridge street

‘Warburton Ann, milliner and dressmaker,
Halton road

" H. Danby, master; Miss Margares
Smith, mistresa. ’

NewsPaPERS.
“Runcorn and Widness Guardian” (pub.
lished every Saturday); Office, %lgh

street — Alexander Mackie,
and proprietor ; Charles Gerraprg.,bm
.~ for Runcorn. (See advertisement)
¢ Runcorn Ohserver” (published every Sa-
turday); Office, 28, Briage street—
William Walker, publisher. (See ad-
vertisement)
L Ru;eom %-eeh?rﬁse% and Genetsaal Adver.
ser ¥ (publis eve turday);
Office, Ellesmere street-?'l'homas “711):’.
Dutton, proprietor. (See adrertisement)




And hereisthe Warrington Guardian Advert from the same directory!

MORRIS & CO 1864 ]
168 WARRINGTON ADVERTISEMENTS, L
———
COMPREHENSIVE ADVERTISING,
Avcrtor, Envcariox, Wanten, To Be Ler, Ox Savk, Leoar, Pornic Meg:.
w6, BErmon, Lecroks, Bazsam, awp Pysu Nomor Aovesrsguesyg
semt to the 2

WARRINGTON GUARDIAN

{12th Year, 12 Pages, Price 8d.)
Are inserted in the following papers, without extra charge, viz:—

Horthtoich & Winsford Guardian,

(Bth Year, 3 Pages, Price #d.)
The only Newspaper published in the Salt District of Cheshire,

Buncorn and Widnes Guardian,

The only 8-paged Newspaper published in that busy Shippiog Port on the Mersay.

Hanttoich and Cretoe Guardian,

(8 Pages, Prica 24.)
Nantwich, the seat of the Boot and Shoe Trade, and Crewe, the residencs of
some thonsends of skilled Mechanics employed by the London and North-
Western Railway.

(8rd Year, 8 Pages, Price 2d.)
T'he only Newspapser eirenlating in the richest part of Lancashire and Cheshire,
—Bowdon (8 miles from Manchester) being the * West End” of that City, and
baving upwards of fifty trains a day passing to and fro.

o+ The united cireulation of these papers gives o number excoeding 5,500
greater than that of any other paper published in the towns named.  Escloding
all political and religions controversial matiers, these papera are read by all the
nability, gentry, favmers (very numerous), wud teadesmen in the district,

Tenus, for wsertion in ull, 4d, per liue, aversging ten words.

which show that whilst his Runcorn Observer may have been the
first newspaper in the town it was not on its own for long.

An Advert found in a Warrington Directory for 1895 detailsthe
number of yearsthe Guardian had been operating in Runcorn
claiming it was 33 years, indicating it arrived herein 1862.



JLATERS DIRECTORY 1895

THE WARRINGTON GUARDIAN

e AN s

THIRTEEN ASSOCIATED NEWSPAPERS,

With Central Printing and Publishing Works, employing nearly Three
Hundred Workpeople,
Each Paper with its own Offce and Stall. Sixteen Reporters, and Fourteen District Offices.
LONDON OFFICE—60, LUDCATE HILL, E.C.

Twice-a-week Papers:—Wednesday, 1d.; Saturday, 2d.

Districs A.—THE WARRINGTON GUARDIAR, e yese, for Wasrisgten asd Newten Porlismestary
, b—THE CHESTER GUARDIAN, salb‘{‘?‘;{::ho‘h‘g;mm;.na Eddisbury Puufm.mny Divisions
. o THE NORTHWICH GUARDIAN, sth yoor
THE WINSFORD & MIDDLEWICH GUARDIAN, ssch your
. D—THE ALTRINCEAH AED BOWDON GUARDIAR, ssrd yesr }ﬁmnﬁmm s Bsetond
THE SALE AND STRETFORD GUARDIAN, 82ed yeor arl i omtary ivicns.
» E—THE (REWE GUARDIAN, noad yeur

For Norhwich Pavliamentary
Diyision,

THE FANTWICH GUARDIAN, s2ed gear Tor Crewe Parliamentary Division
THE SANDBACH GUARDIAN, saca yeer L
THE CONGLETON GUARDIAN, seh year

. E—THE KNUTSFCRD GUARDIAN, seeh yeur } For Kautaford
THE WILYSLOW KD ALDERIEY EDGE EDITION, eh yeoy § Coffismentary Division.

» G.—THE RUNCORN GUARDIAR, 88 yeer | ror Widues Parliamentary Division asd
THE WIDKES GUARDIAN, soed yeor Brscomn.

ADVERTISEMENT SCALE—WEDNESDAY OR BATURDAY.

Parliamentary Notices, Election Addresses, Prospeetoses .. Xs. per line
Ohancery snd Legal Noticea .. woo v o v o o B,
Aunetions, Public Mestings, Auditors’, Bank and Board Notices, Municipal sd.

and County Conneil Elections, Contracts, Tenders »
Sermons, Bazaars, Entertainments, Excorsions, Edueation, Money, Lost and Ba.

Found, Insurance, Shipping, Parish Notices, Leys, Horses, &e.

The Warrington Daily Guardian.

Published at 8.0 and 50. 13th year.

CHEQUES AND ORDERS TO MACKIE & CO,, LTD.
HEAD OFFICE-WARRINGTON.

So it would seem William's effortsto establish his Runcorn Obser ver
and associated printing, publishing, bookselling and insurance services,
which could have seen him being regarded as something of a pioneer,
and, at that point in his career, with a thriving business, wher e soon to
attract competition from the neighbouring giant. Whether it wasthe
tension in thissituation or, an element of mismanagement, his
circumstances could have been adver sely affected by hisinvolvement in
bankruptcy:

5460 THE LONDON GAZETTE, OCTOBER 11, 186%.

NOTICE is hereby given, that the following is a copy :‘:{ of April, 1869, and the 1st day of October, 1869 ;

e, of an ent e ilx; the book kept by the Chief e M:rl b:lt“t:nwf ﬂld: m;dlm release to the
-Registrar of the Court of Bankraptey for the Registration e € demands whatsoever.
of Trast Deeds for the benefit of Creditors, Composition When left for Registration—10th Ootober, 1867, at
and [nspectorship Deeds executed by a Debtor, as required half-past twelve o’clock.
_:gam. Bankraptey Act, 1861, secs, 187, 192, 194, 196, and ) THE SEAL OF THE COURT.
0 - B . — :

Number—=26,812. .

*Title of Deed, whether Deed of Assignment, Composition,
or Inspectorship—Compoasition.

Date of Deed—12th September, 1867.

-Date of exéeution by Debtor—12th September, 1867,

Name and deseription of the Debtor, as in the Deed—

- William Walker the elder, of Runcorn, ia the county,
of Chester, Bookseller, Stationer, and Printer,

The names and descriptions of the Trustees or other
parties to the Deed, not including the Creditors—

. The creditors of the debtor, second ; and Jonathan
Potter, of Runcorn, in the county of Chester (trustees),
third part. ! .

A short statement of the nature of the Deed-—A Deed,
for the payment of a composition of 10s. in the pound,
‘payable by four equal instalments, on the 1lst day of
April next, the 1st day of October following, the lst




What ever happened to William Walker —Part 2

Although the 1871 Worrall sdirectory still listed William Walker, he
was now only a printer and was operating in different premisesat 18
Trinity Street. His previous address at 28 Bridge Street was now
occupied by Alexander Mackie's Runcorn & Widnes Guardian and
Chas Gerrard (agent) and there was no Runcorn Observer!

WORRALLS 1871
Directory. RUNCORN 297
MILLINERS AND DRESSMAKERS, SAIL MAKERS,
Broadhurst Harriet, 46 Ashridge street Acklerley Albert E., Mersey street
Colgan Mary F., 54 Regent street Chadti:i Thomas H., Pereival lage, Top Locks
Edwards AL, 14 Shaw street Cooper William, Mill strect
Glover Mrs, H,, 18 High street Hayes & Sproston, Ferry slip
Goodall Mary, 13 Ellesmere street Ravenscroft Samuel, Waterloo road
Handley Ann, 87 Church street SALT MERCHANTS.

Marston Ellen A., 5 Wellington street
Roberts Dinah, 23 Church street
lance Martha, 97 Church street
Walker Elizabeth, 31 Bridgewater street
Wood Betsey, 32 High street
‘Warburton Arué. H;.lx;% rsond "
Witherenshaw Sarah, urrey stree g
Wrighton Frederick C., 83 Bridge street g‘:;g E,%ﬁd’.lﬁf}:g::i TR
NEWSPAPERS. Lovett & Co., Leinster street

Runeorn and Wid'nres Examiner (Friday), 1: R“;i‘:]m f;?dzgﬁlkﬁ Co., Limited, Run-

Church street ; The Warrington Printing . i vertisement

Publishing Co., Limited: g;:opliutnm and | Simpson & Davies, 44 High street

Astley and Tyldesley Coal and Salt Co., Lim-
ited, Lowlands road

Cheshire Amalgamated Balt Works Co., Limited,
The docks ; Edmnnd Finlay, agent

Davies Joeeph, Top locks

Falk H. E., 109 Church street

Publishers—see advertisement Smith John, Top locks
TRuncorn and Widnes Guardian (Saturdsy), 28 | Verdin Brothers, Top locks
Bridge street; Alexander Mackie, proprietor SAND MERCHANTS.
snd publisher Forrester & Co., Lowlands road
PAINTERS, PLUMBERS, &c. SANITABYTU&!E, &e., ]ﬁsAN'UFACTUBERS
i Elles Cliff John, Old Quay wor
;r:;:v mrt{?; ’C}imh ,;:;? S Norman Thomas, Old Quay works
Oliver Benjamin, 16 Parker street SAW-MILL PROPRIETORS.
Tonks Henry, High street Kershaw & Co., top of Ellesmere street
PAVIOR AND CONTRACTOR. White Thomas & Son, Sprinch Saw-mills—=See
ia dvertisement
Cliff Thomas, 46 Greenway road L
PAWNBROKERS, . SCHOOLS—PRIVATE.
Ashworth Henry, 40 High street Arrowsmith Mary, Halton road
Imison C. C., 64 Church street Chews and Pretty, Higher Runcorn
Lomax James, Church street Craig James (1st B. A. London), Irwell house
Byred Horatio, 31 Church street Gﬂﬂﬂleﬂ Margaret, 40 Church street
ETTER PRESS Harrison Margaret, Greenway road
PRINTERS—L ' Moon John, 48 Ellesmere street
Gerrard Charles, 28 Bridge street Moon Margaret, 48 Ellesmero street
Marsh William (Examiner Office), 12 Church | Pickles Thomas, Mill House Academy, Heath rd
street—aes advertisement CHOO PUBLIC.
Walker William, 18 Trinity street 9 m—ch e
Woodland John W., High street Grammar School, 38 Church street,
P. Green, master
QUARRY OWNERS. National Sehw:i :Eun : .y
i 3 ; jes: | Church street ( int's), Alfred Jordan
Wl{;l::::z Robert & Co., Top locks ; Quarries e T on: Higgina { g'irls), oot m;

i i . Quarries: | Tonks (infants), mistreases
Wr%::;:hn R iy Mo 31 Newton Mission School, Miss Parker, mistress
ROPE AND TWINE MANUFAGTUBE}:S. Raggudmimschool, Heath road, Mary A. Edser,
Chadwick Th , Percival lane Top Loc 8 ;
How;’; wmfan::,’wmuo road and Church st B.o;::y Catholic Bchool, Windmill strect, Mary
0. ’ mistress

SADDLER. 86. Peter’s Mission School, Duke’s Dock, Jane

Grice William ., 59 Bridge street Boardman, mistress




Thisevidence seemsto point to a Guardian take over of the Observer
sometime between 1867 and 1871. The termsof his bankruptcy
suggest this could have been sometime during 1869.
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The earliest edition of the Runcorn and Widnes Guardian held at
Halton Lea Library isdated Saturday October 2™ 1869 and you will see
that it doesindeed incor porate the Runcorn Observer confirming that
the financially compromised William had been obliged to let his
Runcorn Observer go.

What happens after thistake over isnot particularly clear but the
1871 censusfor Pool Lane Runcorn finds William and his family
living thererather than at their Trinity Street printers’ shop, which
may not have had living quarters.
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You will seethat in 1871, Samuel and John Henry were still living at
home, and appear to have been concerned in the printing business.
You will also seethat Mary Catherineisstill at home whilst the eldest
daughter Ann, who had married David Speakman in 1856, was living
at 11 Greenway Road with her six children. Her occupation is given
as shopkeeper. Their eldest son, William who went into commer ce,
was found on theroad in a hotel in Exeter. Hannah was not located!

Anyway, William Walker and his sons seem to have continued
trading intotheearly 1870'sin spite of their Bridge street premises
being taken over by the Warrington Guardian. However, the

Old houses in Pool Lane at the centre of Runcorn lownship.
Pool Lane was sometimes called Buttermilk Lane or Sour Milk Lane.




appar ent dereliction of the housesin Pool Lane, shown in this photo,
may suggest that the Walkersrelocation here heraldsa declinein
their fortunes.

The 1874 Morris & Co directory flags up another changein
circumstances

Morris & Co 1874

RURCORK. 569

Timmina Ebenerer, ironfounder, Bridge-
water foundry

Timmis Walter, engineer, Halton road

Timperloy John, grocer, 23, Church strect,
and] Greenway rond

Hpeakman meh Jamen, agent, Soap and
Alkoli works

Speskmann  Phillp, ohip, flat, and boat
builder, Costle rock, Delvedere, and
Adlion l.kl-ct;n.rd. h. Moughiand road

Speakman Thomas, corl sgent, 4, Egerion
Eiraet
Spender Thomas, apartments, 39, Green-
way
on Mn Marrdct, eonfectioner, B9,
High »tres
Stanway W “lep., :'hn]-uh-oper Lowlnmds rd
Btarkey Thonas, * Blue Ball,” Fryer street
ETATHAM M, foimer, builder,
and contractor, Halton m||.|1 h. Ben-
tinck strect. {i# nllfrﬂ'hw"fjl
Buavcley Willinon K., collector of Customs,
Leinster strovt
Bteele and o, copper and alkali mannfae-
turrern, Old Quay works
Bupele William, ship chandber and commis-
sion agent, Alexandra buildin
Htoll Heury, watchmaker, 30, Thgh street
Biringer Joseph, boer matuiler, Mill place
Stringer Peter, refreshment house, 64,
Hridgewater aireet
Strioglellow Henry, shopkeeper, 56, Shaw
Bireet
BTUBBE JOHN AND BONS, ship-
wrighls, and lilork, niash, and spar makers,
Ferclval Lune
Stubbs Jolin (firm of John Stobbs and
. Bana), toy denler, 7, Hegent strect
Button William, haker aml confeetioner, 7,
Church street
Button Willlnm, parish clerk, Lowlands i
Swinviy James, farmer, Mersey view
d Haoratin, pawnbroker, 31, Church st
Tarey Joseph, beer vetailer, 8, Wellington
eiret -
Taylor Edwend, clork, Lonlands roprd
Tuylir Georege Henry, receiver of havbour
rales, Brackley street
Taylor Bamucl, cansl carrier, and coal wod
lime merchant, Halton road
Taylor Bamuel, foreman boxmaker, 24,
Lireenway roasl
Taylior "Tlwmns, hay snd corn dealor, Stone
vruft, Top locks
Temperley John, buker and Aour dealer
Linelnnida ronrd
Teneh Mra. Eliusdeh, Teer refailer, 49,

Tittle Willimm, mason, 4, Thomas street

Talt Richard A., ehipbroker and commission
agent, Top locks

Tumlinson “Thomas, sgent, South view,
Higher Runcom

TONES HENRY, plamber, glazier,
paperhanger, 61, High sirect

Tm Henry Burgess, clerk, 8, Grecnway

nt, Leinater street

Torki n Joseph, &
ok . r and flour dewder,

Turner Thonas, b
38, Clhurch streat

Turlr:‘ar Waltor Bliss, shoplecpaor, 1, Vivern's
i

UIIIIM‘I Loan niod IMscount Co. (Limited),
Waterloo road snd Peel strewt—Joseph
Eiits, agent

Unaworth Amold, boot sl clog maker, 41,
Iligh sireat

UNSWORTH BEOTHERES, hatters,
4, High steeet; and 1%, Waterloo road,”
Widnes

YVerdin Brothers, aalt merchants, Top locks
—John Millington, sgunt

'Fmigiut George, taflor and draper, Percival

'Wl.iuurl ht Pater, shopkeeper, 4, Shaw st
I& John, b |r'||ts: |u,£m1'ﬁ, "!urreg Bt

Wnlk-.-rmd Ca,, * Masonie ™ hotel, Devon-
shire plnﬁ-—.lnhni ‘oxhill, manager

Walker Jouseph George, pu'tm frmmie
maker, 14, High street

Walker Thomaa, heer retailer, High strect

WALEKER WILLLAM, coal and salt
meerchiant aml shipbwoker, Top locks, Gil-
bert streck ;o amd at Widnes,  {See adfer,)

Walker Willlam, printer and bockbdnder,
Trinity strevt ; h. 11, Ellesmers street

Ward John, clork, 31, High sireet

Ward John, saxton, 92, Church etreat

Ward Samucl, shopkeeper, i, Trinity st

Wass William, eating house, 8, Mersey st

Wartersustly John, mmster  maciner, 84,
Ellesmpre rirvel

Waterworih Mrs, Mary, * Anchor,” Bruns-
wirk street

Watsmim Hiclinpl, “ Vine ™ hotel, Lowlaods

PIITE W  U  CW A — -y R g ——— | S —

bert streek 3 and at Widnes, (ﬂu mfﬂ.)
Walker Willlam, rintcr and bookbinder,
Trinity street ; b 1), FEllesmere street
Ward John, ¢lcr):. 31, High street
Ward John. saxton. 92. Church street

Although he continuesto trade from his Trinity Street Printers shop
he appearsto have moved hishometo 11 Ellesmere Street. Whether



thisreflectsan up turn in hisfortunesisnot clear aswhen |
subsequently sear ched the 1878 post office directory they was no
trace of any William Walker printer in Runcorn. So | was left to
ponder on hisfate. | could find no relevant death registration, so |
was left wondering if he may have moved again? Accordingly | took
atrip over thebridgeto Widneslibrary and located extractsfrom
Worralls 1876 directory for Widnes.

|
1876 [WorrALs'f

PAWNBROKERS,
Imison John Birchwood, Waterloo rd
Jameson William, 7 &9 Ann st West
Neil Charles, 13 Ann st West
Newton Joaepl:. Marsh st
Syred Horutio, 54 & 56 Waterloo rd
Ward John, 31 Victorin st

PRINTERS—LETTERPRESS.

Swale Thomas 8. (general
P ‘bonk‘bin@ar. and
stationer), Victoria

Wallcer Willinm, 47 James st

ROSIN REFINERS.

120

IRON AND BRJ\b‘!- FOUNDERS
Sezundar the hoad Eng . Iron-
Sounders, e,

TRON MANUFACTURERS—PIG

The Ditton Brook Iron Co,
Limited (manufacturers of
foundry, forge, & Bessemer
ggnon,brmd—DI TON),
Jlgt;fn'fh %m uinea,
(- orburn, manager
—8en advertisement g

' IRON"MONGERS.
Handley James & Co. (and iron

WIDNES, &o.

Vlrkerﬁ Thomus & Sons, Widnes!
to Works, West Bank

MARINE STORE DEALERS.
Cooper William & Co. Canal bank
: Davies Willinm, Church st
Godfrey Edmund, 19 Mursh st
Simwk Fredk, 1. 25 Applntnu &t

MILLINERS & DRESSMAKERS

Burn Charlotte, 56 Mersay rd
Callaghan Elizabeth, Cromwell st
Evans Mary, Farnworth

Goff Lizzie, Waterloo rd

merchants and nail makers),
‘Waterloo rd and at Runcorn
Jervis John, Victovia rd and at St.
Helens
Pritehard Jumes, 42 Waterloo vd

Haworth Barah, Simms eross
Johnson Mary, near Elizabeth ter-

race
Jones Panny M. 41 Mersey rd
Loas Elizabeth, 46 Onkland st

JOINERS AND BUILDERS.

Balshaw Richard, Widnes rd

Brotherton Franeis, Mersay rd

Brown Benjamin, Appleton

Butler Thomas F, (and contractor)
Victorin rd

Cowell W, ((ioinm). Waterloo rd

Davies John (and timber dealer),
Appleton

Ellis William, Widnes vd

Hemmond John, Halton view, Ap-
pleton

Hughes Peter, High st

%ug]l:ea %r]nlmun] i}g Widnes rd
ughes Thomas, Gossage st

Hunter James, Farnworth

Kershaw W, H, & Co. Hutehingon st

Ladcester Thomas, Alpha st
Midwood Joshua, Meraey view
Musgrave Zacharinh, 94 Morsey rd
Ollier Willinm, off Vietorin rd
‘Patten Robert, Farnworth

" Badler Thomas, Vietorin vd
Trayis Henry, Travis st

M. han M. Church st

Neil Charles (& funeral furnisher),
18 Ann st West

o Cn.l]nglmn Elizabeth, 1 Hutchin-
somn gt

Ogden Ann, 81 Mersey rd

’|Rebe Ellen, Ditton

Seddon Ann, 102 Mersey rd
White Louisa, 8 Morsey rd

NEWSPAPERS.
Runcorn and Widnes Ezaminer (Tri-
ﬂa‘y , Waterloo rd; Chavles Had-
roprietor n.nd publisher ;
John ough & Co. agents—>Ses

advertisement
Widnes Guardian (Friday), Post
Office, Widnes ; Mackio & Browt.

nall, proprictors and publishers|
—8oe advertisement

“Widnes Weekly News"
( rice ono nny, Saturday),
'lhnmna B. Ept:a.'le,“grmtﬁr and’
publisher, Victoria

The Runcorn Soap & Alkali Co.
Limited, Widnes; offlces, Hun-
corn and Walmer's buildings, &
Water st, Liverpool—See adut

SADDLERS.

Harrison Thomas, Furnworth
Lightfoot Elizabeth, Fnroworth

SAIL MAKERS,
Bibby Eliza, Canal bank
Cooper Willlam & Co. Canal bank

SCHOOLS—PRIVATE,
Bradshaw  Richard  (boarding),

platon

Hax:l%oclt Margurvet, Lune hey,
Farnworth

Hulme Jane, Bell house farm

Kidd Annie, Farnworth

King Paulinn & Caroling, 187 Mer-
sy rd

Moore Sarah Anne {hou\‘l.mg), Hala

O'Menra 8t. John, Irwell st

Byiud al'mniﬁ, Bradley Cottage,

SCHOOLS—PUBLIC.
Boarn BoH0OLE 1=

Asyou can seewe find that 47 James Street, Widnes which was
formerly the premises of Thomas Heath, a Glazier, Gasfitter and
Decorator (aslisted in Worralls 1871 directory),

i

Blmlns Crogs, Thomas Deakin, Widues
Sporﬁmzms Arms, Mark Wright, Canal

nk
Btar, Mrs, Jones, Elizaboth street
‘Bwan, John Hunt, Waterloo road
. Vn:tunn.. H. l‘yrer. Ann strect weut
Vine, William 8. I. Dickinsen, 21,
= Waterloo road
. 'Vineyard, John Hunt; TLugsdale

| Waterloo Hotel, John Barrow,

-7+ ‘Waterloo road

'Waat Bank Commercial Hotel,
. Wood, Waterloo road

Waat ba.
“W'hi tu.:'. Gemrd Queen etmtt

: .-,Irnn Manufaoturers

% % e Ditton Brook Tron Company

: ian iy ohtl Lugadnlu foundry

'-Irnnmngars

al_nuis -and Coi, Wuterlou road
r_ond

_Hmhﬁl’ﬁ
White, Richard, Ann street west
Outfitters

Miller, William, 69, Waterloo road,
and’ 1, Gerard ul:ruct

Norbury, Alfred, 35, Ann st. west
Painters, Plumbers and

Glaziers

Halland, John, Lugsdale road

Haa.th Thomas (and Gasfitter and
T)Lcoru.tor;ll 47, James street

Holt, Benjamin, Ditton new rosd

Keurick, 5. H., Carvoline street

Lea, D. & Son (and Decorator
and Gas & Water Fitters),
10, Church st., Farnworth

]'l-i'umlnnd W., Waterloo road

Nanson, Robert, Murgaret street

Roberts, William (&De comt.or).
Widnes road

degwngllli, T, D.,"thom road

‘Worralls 1871




isnow thelocation for William's printing shop. I n the absence of any
concr ete evidence, one can only speculate that during the preceding
year s his Runcor n business continued to decline and that, per haps,

he was for ced let hissonsgo. He could have hoped that the moveto
Widnes might promote an up turnin hisfortunesasin the early
1870 s there appear sto have been only one printer, the same Thomas
Swale aslisted along with William in 1876, operating in Widnes as
opposed to at least three known competitorsin Runcorn.

—

Pawnbrokers
Tmison, John Birchwood, Watetloo road
Jamaeson, William, Ann street west
Neil, Charles, Ann street weat

Worralls 1871 s

‘P.nnkhurst, T. IL., Ann street west
Simpson, Henry, Waterloo road

Tobacconists

Newton, Jodeph, Marsh street
Norbury, Alfred 35, Ann st
wes
Syred, Horatin, Waterloo road
ard, John, Victoria street

Plasterar

Barton, Joseph, plain & orna-
mental Plasterer, dealer in
Laths, Hair, Flaster of Paris,
and Cement, Widnes road

. Printer, Letterpross

Swale, Thos 8. (General Prin-
ter, Bookbinder, and Sta-
tioner), Vietoria road
Slate & Tile Merchants

Foster, Jonag (and Lime & Cement),
Hutchinson street
Hughes, Thowas, Widnes Dock

Hough, J. & Co., Waterloo road
Kin, Mary, Waterloo road
Martloy, Bdward, Ann street west
Stringer, 8. B., Victoria rond
Woolley, John, Church strect

Wateh and Clock Malkors,

Foster, William, Farnworth

Hinds, W, H., Church street

Kent, Richard, Appleton

Norbury, Alfred (and Jeweller),
35, Ann street west

‘Wheelwrights

Davenport, John, Appleton

I'leteher, Jolin, Farnwarth

Hignett, Thomas (and Coach-
builder and General Smith)
Eugsdale road

Lee, James and Son (and Brick.

makers', Dutton road
= P | ToLo " Tra_. ’ L]

The next directory for Widneswas not published until 1881 (Kéellys)
but a search of that did not locate William's printers shop or even
feature 47 James street where he had opened his Printers shop
sometime between 1874 and 1876, which it may have done if someone
else had taken it over or implemented a change of use, suggesting
that hisbusiness had floundered and he had ceased trading. | could
find no reports of any bankruptcy during the preceding five years so
it seems hisfortunesjust faded away. May be old age smply took its
toll. Anyway, the outcome of whatever happened to him wasto be,
sadly, revealed when | searched the 1881 Census and was ableto
locate thistranscript of an entry, which recorded the presence of
William and Alice as pauper inmates of the “ Prescot Union
Workhouse”.



Name:
Age:

<

Estimated Birth

Year:

Relation:
Gender:

Where born:
Civil parish:
County/Island:

Country:

Street Address:
Condition as to
marriage:
Education:
Employment
status:
Occupation:
Registration
district:
Sub-registration
district:

ED, institution, or

vessel:

William Walker
71
abt 1810

Pauper Inmate (Pauper)
Male
Audley, Staffordshire, England

Whiston
Lancashire

England

"Prescot Union Workhouse" Whiston
Married

View image

AN SRR
Printer

Prescot

Prescot

Prescot Union Workhouse Continued
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Thisimagelists both William born Audley and Alice born
Partington, which matches previous sightings. Shortly after this
census was taken Alice died. Although William lived on a few more
yearsit appear s he never left the workhouse and died in 1885 aged75.

Lancashire OnLine Parish Clerk Project - Search Page 1 of 1

OPC for the
County of Ancestor Search
Lancaghive @ in the Countp of
Contents R -- Lancaghirve -- ) 869
@ Parishes
@ Help T'here was 1 match for this search!
5 { Burial: 23 May 1881 St Mary the Virgin, Prescot, Lancashire, England
e Alice Walker -
Eflail Age: 70 yrs
OPC Home Abode: Whiston Union
UI’LTM] Buried by: Frederick Lee
e SRR Register: Burials 1880 - 1886, Page 40, Entry 316
©%ancashire  Source: LDS Film 1657597
©niLine Parish
Clerks There was 1 match for this search!

©%Lancashire @nLine Parish Clerks Refine Search

Burial: 14 Feb 1885 St Mary the Virgin, Prescot, Lancashire, England
William Walker -

Age: 75 years

Abode: Whiston Union

Buried by: Frederick Lee

Register: Burials 1880 - 1886, Page 167, Entry 1332

Source: LDS Film 1657597

You will seethat both William and Alicewerelaid torest at St Mary
the Virgin, Prescot; Alice on 23 may 1881 and William on 14"
February 1885.

Recordsfor the Prescot Union Workhouse for that period no longer
exist so it was not possible to learn anything concer ning the date or
circumstances of William and Alice’'sadmission. 1881 Census
searchesfor therest of the family were only partially successful: by
now, Ann the eldest daughter, waswidowed and living at 51 Surrey
Street with two of her sonswhilst Hannah wasin servicein Malpas,
living at the home of a grammar school head. The eldest son William,
the commercial traveller, could not be located anywhere and there
was absolutely no sign of Samuel, John or Mary.



In 1891 Samuel, a bookseller, turnsup at hissister Ann'shomein
Surrey Street. Hannah wasliving in Flintshirewith her Husband
Thomas Foulkes, a land agents clerk, as shewasin 1901 when
William, 60, an advertising agent, issighted in L eytonstone, North
East London, with his 26 yearsold wife Mary.

Ann died at Runcorn in 1896 aged 64, Samuel in 1907 aged 62 and
Hannah s death isrecorded at Holywell in 1910.

| found no further records of William, John or Mary so we do not
know what became of them except to observethat thereisa death
registration for a 69 yearsold John Henry Walker, registered at
L eedsin 1913, which may berelevant.



